


THE WESTERN BICAVINER. 





—————_ 


—— SS > eee 














It IS ERROR ONLY, AND NOT TRUTH THAT SHUNS INVESTIGATION. 








EDITED BY AN ASSOCIATION. 





PUBLISHED BY JOHN BOBB..... 





VOL 1] ST. LOUIS, APRIL 1, 1834, [NO. 7. 

















———— — ——e 














———— _ — 
For the Western Examiner. 
AN ESSAY, 

Upon the existence, or non-existence, of such a 
thing as Spirit. 


this show that if there be a distinct Spirit, it 
dies with the body? We cannot conceive of 
Spirit, unless we suppose it possessed of some 
faculties: and without the body, we know of no 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30. | faculties that it has, for we have no conscious- 

Allowing that such a thing as Spirit does | ness of existence anterior to our birth. Here 
exist, how can we believe that it acts upon| then, the nature & existence of Spirit becomes 
matter? We only judge of the action of one | more incomprehensible than before. It is now 
thing upon another, because we have always!a something without either properties or facul- 
seen a certain effect follow a certain cause, and | ties, for it is obvious that it receives every 
when we see the same eftect, we have no right| thing from its connection with the body. Itis 
to suppose any other cause. ‘The only idea} only by the union of body and spirit, (speak- 
we have of action, is deduced from matter—| ing according to common language, ) that fee- 
and if there could be an annihilation of matter, | lings, faculties, and passions are produced 
the word action would express no idea. We/|and those passions, feelings, and faculties, if 
see matter act as it is acted upon by other | thus produced, would belong, not to the body 
portions of matter. We see one marble pro-| or soul alone, but to both together. It may 
pel another—and gun-powder by the creation ef | be said that the Sprit is always the same, but 
gasses, expelling the ball, and we have no| that in infancy, «s the brain ig weak and un- 
right to assign any other cause for those ef-| formed, it can produce but imperfect facul} 
fects than the common and ordinary ones, un-| ties and effects by its action upon it. In short, 
less we see some other. We have never seen) it is compared to the player on a stringed in- 
Spirit act upon matter, and how then can we | strument, whose performance depends on the 
suppose such a cause? We see the muscle | condition of the instrument; but this would on- 
move the finger,—and we trace the connection. ly prove the same thing. ‘The music could 
We see the nerve act upon the muscle, and | never have been made without the instrument 
here also we trace the connection—but if we —-nor the faculties and passions and qualities 
say that Spirit acts upon the nerve, we see no of mind possessed without the brain. The 
connection, and we suppose an unknown cause. | passions, love, memory, judgment and imagin- 
We know that the connection of attraction ex-| ation, are the music—and taken together, 
ists between different masses of matter, but! form the existence—so that without the brain 
how do we imagine that it exists between Spir-| the Spirit would be nothing. The power too 
it and matter? How does chemical affinity | of producing these passions, would, even on 
exist between Spirit and matter? Here then | this supposition, be as incomprehensible as the 
is another gratuitous assumption involved in| existence of Spirit without the faculty, posses- 
the supposition of the existence of Spirit. | sing passions of itself, by its own inherent na- 

How can spirit be confined in matter? We ture. If this supposition or theory be true, 
have no idea of confinement, except by com-| we have less hope of forming an idea of Spirit 
bining ideas of space, extension aud quality, | than ever—for it is only by the junction of 
and these are all qualities of matter. Without! Spirit and matter that we become capable of 
extension—and limited extension—any thing , forming an idea, and of course, of Spirit alone 
eannot be bounded or surrounded—and how we can form no idea. 
ean Spirit, which is unconnected with matter, | But why suppose Spirit, in order to explain 
and possesses none of its qualities, be bounded the operations of matter? We do not hear it 
by ii? Spirit has neither limit nor quantity. | asserted that it is Spirit which produces motion 

But if Spirit is a distinct existence we can | in animals—which produces courage, affection 
conccive of ne increase or diminution of it—of and memory in the dog, horse and elephant. 
no developement of power, and no decrease ; And if we can understand and explain these 
of faculty. They are properties of matter-- | without supposing the agency of Spirit, why 
increase and diminution are ideas only receiv- suppose it in order to explain the operations 
able from matter. Now the Spirit or Soul of and faculties of the mind? One faculty with- 
the infant is weak and imperfect. As the, out the intervention of Spirit is as diflicult to 
child grows, as the body increases and strength- conceive of and explain as all. 
ens—so does the Spirit—and as the body de-, Memory implies, first the receiving, and then 
cays the mind sinks into dotage. Dves not: the retaining, of ideas, and if we can imagine 
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and understand this in the combination of mat- 
ter which forms a dog, without calling in the 
aid of Spirit, why notas easily imagine and un- 
derstand it ina man? If a mere combination 
of matter can produce one passion, it can cer- 
tainly produce all. Ifa dog can lift his paw 
without the aid of Spirit, it is certainly a viola- 
tion of common sense and the rules of all-rea- 
soning, to suppose that a man cannot lift his 
hand, or perform any other mechanical oper- 
ation in the same way. And it is a well known 
and received fact, that the senses of inferior 
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| particular combination is at an end, te fee- 
‘ling of self, the individuality, is gone—he has 
supposed a spirit acting upon matter and pro- 
ducing faculties—not observing that without 
the same combination of matter, the Spirit 
would no longer produce the same individual- 
ity. I may be told that a man is always the 
saine—and can identify himself—though the 
matter of which he is formed is continually 
changing. Only in memory—I am not the same 
being now that I was twenty years ago—my 
feelings—passions—se/f is changed—I remem- 





animals are more acute than those of man. ber what 1 was—and that is all. 

The whole mystery is, how external objects) But while making this gratuitous assump- 
ean produce an impression on the brain, and ‘tion, men have allowed that all the senses can 
thence an idea. ‘This is mysterious, and in-| be possessed without the aid of Spirit. There 
explicable, and it is the whole mystery—be-_ is certainly as much feeling of individuality in 
cause if we knew how one idea is formed, we a dog, as inaman. ‘The dog always remem- 
should know how allare. The difficulty is the | bers and knows himself. My dog will be as 
same in one idea as in a million, and it is as| much conscious, ten years from now, that he 
difficult to account for the single phenomenon | is my dog, as he is now. Memory, affection 
of sight, as for all the faculties of the mind.——; and dislike, no one will deny to the dog, ele- 
This is a point in the argument which the rea-| phant and horse. Combination of ideas too— 
der should well observe. ‘The great reason | that is, Reason—is this not possessed by them? 
for Supposing aw = almost rw only ar-| What else — _ |e eon se — = 
gument in favor of the doctrine is, that it is im-| lesson at night, afier having been beaten by 
possible to imagine how a mere combination day, for his inability to perform it? Did he 
of matter can be possessed of the faculties not reason with himselfthat he had been beat- 
which belong to man. ‘This we all know—but en once for not performing it—and therefore 
I say again, it is equally as impossible to un-; he would be again? What else teaches the 
derstand the faculties of a dog as those of a, dog, when he isin search of his master, and 
Napoleon or a Byron. And should any once comes to place where the road divides—that 
see proper to answer this essay, let him bear if he smells at one, and finds no trace of his 
in mind that it can never be refuted until he | master, he has certainly gone on in the other? 
ee hoe on drseerenatertte tte Basel | “a =e ms a an gag 
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-nacgoter when he shows this, then will J, by | He has got it once this way, and he concludes 
his own reasoning, show how they are produ- | that therefore he will get itagain. Is not this 
ced in man. This is a matter about which we | reasoning from cause to efiect? I defy the 
are wholly in the dark. It cannot be other- | joint earth to show me the difference between 
wise, for as ideas are only produced by the ac-| this and the Reason which teathes a child to 
tion of other parts of matter upon that portion |cry for a plaything. It has got that plaything 
or combination which forms the bedy, and as | once by crying, and it concludes that it will 
there is no such action when the combination do so again. I defy any one to show me any 
is taken by itself, unconnected with other mat- | thing in the nature of experience and reason- 
ter—it is plain, that of the combination itself— |ing—more than a continual collection of such 
isolating it from all other existences, there can | conclusions as this. Cause and Effect are the 
be no idea created. The source of ideas must only fountain of reasoning. The reader who 
be unknown to those ideas—for they apply and | wishes to see this point fully, and deeply & in- 
refer only to the external world. It would be! controvertably established, can consult Hume’s 
an absurdity to imagine that ideas, only ari-| Essays. My limits will not permit me to treat 
sing from the connection of a mind (that is, it at full. 
the mass of faculties arising from a combina- [CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. ] 
tion of matter) with other existences and com-; - 
binations, could refer to a time when there | RELIGIOUS CRITICS. 
was no such connection. Man has tried to! ‘‘Destroy his fib and sophistry in vain, 
explain the difficulty by manufacturing a great- The creature’s at his dirty work again.’’--Porr. 
er. Instead of allowing, as reason would teach; Much has been written in defence of the char- 
him, that individuality depends on a particu- | acters of liberal writers--evidence which none 
lar combination of matter, and that when that | could gainsay,has been adduced to show, that as 
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a body, their morals and general deportmentin; The character and standing of liberalists of 
society have been no worse than those ofany oth- | the present day, are a sufficient shield against 
er class of men——yet the same old charges—so | the aspersions of priestcraft—as far as the liv- 
repeatedly met and refuted—the same thread-|zzg are concerned. It matters not to the man 
bare accusations of a bitter but imbecile ene-| who feels that his worth is known and appre- 
my, are as rife as ever. From the Pulpit we | ciated in society, to see himself posted as a 
could expect nothing better--that is corrup-| monster, and that too, by an individual who 
tion’s self——but to the Press it might ke sup- | himself may be of doubtful honesty: and for 
posed we could turn for better things. But) this reason, when the individual who has disa- 
should we look through the entire list of the | vowed all connection with religious institutions, 
religious newspapers of our day, from the much | from principle, is informed by the would-be 
talked of “Philadelphian,” down, down to the | observers of the day, that “tan honest and up- 
snarling vehicles of “‘billingsgate” of our own | right ‘Infidel’ is an object on which the eye sel- 
city, we should find the same want of candor, | dom alights,” he may be sorry for their short- 
the same propensity to defame liberal writers, | sightedness, or want of candour, but he cannot 
and to lie whenever the interests of religion | be alarmed for the safety of his own reputation. 
demanded, characterizing every one of them. | And hence he is willing that the history of 
We write from observation, and we have tax-|his own life should be left to parry such 
ed our memory in vain fora single exception. attacks, but when the assault is made upon the 





















We have been in the practice, for the last few 
years, of reading almost every religious news- 
paper with which we have met, and we have 
at length come to the conclusion that candor 
and honesty are things about which their con- 
ductors know little, and care less. 

That “‘the end ever justifies the means,” isa 
mhaxim as much in vogue now as it ever was. 
Should not our learned orthodox friends be 
able to meet the arguments of their oppo- 
nents, what is their alternative? Do they 
confess the weakness of their positions, or 
their own inability to defend them?. No, nei- 
ther would do; their system, and their reputa- 
tion as defenders of it, must be kept up, for 
they live by them. In this extremity the pi- 
ous lie is resorted to, and if the enemy cannot 
be silenced by threats or entreaties, he must 
be destroyed, or hunted from society. But 
the hatred of the coward who assails the repu- 
tation of an enemy he dare not meet, is of all 
human passions the strongest. It dies not 
with its victim, but lives and haunts its memo- 
ry. Love of country, domestic virtnes, the 
most unbounded philanthropy—all, all avail 
nothing. Virtue in such instances is but an- 
other name for vice. Justifiable acquiescence 
in popular opinion, is but mere hypocrisy, and 
those who may not have submitted their necks 
to the halter, by the expression of a heterodox 
opinion——even should the offender be a Bufion, 
a Shafisburry. or a Collins, are afterwards 
slandered in the foulest manner, for faults dis- 
covered—after they were dead. These facts 
account for the many tales of heinous immor 
rality and gross inconsistency of those who, by 
their Jives or writings, may have discountenan- 
ced priestcraft; and we ‘therefore should al- 
ways weigh well the inducements to the pro- 
mulgation of these tales before we give them 
eredit for truth, or even fur probability. 








memory of the generous dead, he cannot—ifa 
drop of generous blood circulates in his heart, 
he cannot but express his indignation. 

It would seem, truly, that the Christian de- 
ity had selected the ‘*weak things of the world 
‘to confound the mighty.” if these slanderers 
are the chosen embassadors of God. Take 
them for all in all, and what are they+ Are 


| 
| 


‘they men characterized for probity and fair 


dealing in their intercourse with their fellow 
men? Are they men who would scorn the sub- 
terfuge of a falsehood, when the truth would 
militate against them? Ina word, are they, as 
a class, honest and intelligent members of so- 
ciety? Ifthe former, not frequently the lat- 
ter—if the latter, not frequently the former. 
But it must ever be the case while men sub- 
mit to be ruled bya salaried clergy. It is ne- 
cessary, indeed, that a system of fraud should 
be maintained by fraud, if maintained at all; 
and perhaps the clergy are less to blame than 
the mass of mankind, for supporting the jug- 
glery. While people wish to be duped, they 
will ever find knaves ready and willing to dupe 
them, and to administer to their depraved ap- 
petites whatever quantum of falsehood they 
may be capable of digesting. Persuading 
themselves, too, that their system is one of 
truth, they are ready and anxious to believe 
that all who think, or who may have thought, 
differently from themselves, are directly the 
reverse of every thing commendable—and 
here, too, the clergy are willing to gratify 
‘them. (renius, as Madden observes, seldom 
‘has the privilege of being judged by its peers, 
‘and hence the brightest luminaries of science 
_and literature often seem, in the hands of the 
clergy, the most vulnerable to censure. Men 
_ disqualified for higher pursuits, by mental im- 
becilitv, or perhaps too vain to fill those sta- 
‘tionsin society for which education and their 
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natural capacities may have fitted them, take 
upon themselves to sit in judgment upon the 
merits of others, and to acquit or find guilty as 
their own little prejudices may direct them. 
Then is it wonderful that we should sometimes 
hear one great author denounced as a “‘cor- 
rupter of all that came near him.”—another 
as a “‘gross blasphemer!’’—another as an ‘‘in- 
temperate libertine,”’ or a fourth as a—‘‘God”’ 
knows what? 








4 


without evidence and without reason, proscrip- 
tion has no terrors; 

‘The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely, 
The insolence of office, and the spurns 

That patient merit of the unworty takes,”’ . 
cannot intimidate Aim. His existence may be 
rendered irksome; the grave may offer no sanc- 
tuary to his memory, but does he falter in his 
course? No; firm in his resolve to oppose his 
every exertion to the march of error, he strug- 





But even supposing that all these charges 
could be substantiated, would it be fair to judge | 
the writings of those to whom they have been 
applied, by the errors of their authors’ 
lives? Burns wrote good poetry, but! 
Burns, unfortunately, became intemperate; | 
therefore, Burns’ good poetry is converted in- 
to bad! Addison, besides being a most emi- 
nent poet and scholar, wrote a popular trea- 
tise on the Evidences of Christianity, but Ad- 
dison, it is said—and upon pretty good author- 
ity too—was a profligate,—therefore, English 
literature has been in nothing benefitted by his 





gles on through life, and though he may sink 
before the accumulated numbers of his ene- 
/mies, he dies rich in the reward which his own 
consciousness affords, of having served, faith- 
fully, the holiest cause that ever man espoused, 
Nor cares he what mgnument malice may ers 
ect to his memory. The good which he has 
eflected, cannot be “interred with his bones;’’ 
it is written in the diminished forces of his en- 
emies, and will be felt in after ages when the 
hand that wrought it will be cold and forgot- 
ten. The fiend-like exultation may ring 
through his narrow vault, but to him, all is 











*writings, and the Evidences of Christianity, 


Srom this cause alone, are left just where he| 
Dryden’s pocty, every lover of | 


found them! 
English poetry must admire, but Dryden (ac-, 
cording to Denis) associated too much with 
Addison and Steele, and therefore his reputa- 
tion as a poet is blasted! And Paine, after 
having immortalized his name as a political 
writer, published some truths which no one has 
ever been able to gainsay; but the publication 
of those truths it was said, (though no one 
DARE say it now,*) was disapproved by Frank- 
lin, and therefore, Paine’s writings, both poli- 
tical and religious, must be condemned with- 
out a hearing! So goes the world! This is 
the logic of the pulpit, and of the religious 
ress, throughout christendom; and for why? 
hy is it that reason is thus perverted, and 
the prejudices of mankind enlisted against the 
productions of men of genius, but simply be- 
cause men of genius have generally discounte- 
nanced the crimes and intrigues of an under- 


peace, all is rest! His memory may be blast- 
ed, but the anticipation of this while living, 
caused no pang of regret, and it cannot injure 
him when dead. 

‘‘So by some hedge the generous steed deceased, 

For half-starved, snarling curs a dainty feast, 

By toils and famine worn to skin and bone, 

Lies senseless of each tugging b****’s son !"’ 





‘“‘Divine Providence.”—The orthodox pa- 
pers are busy in attributing the late unfor- 
tunate death of Mr.'Cohen of N. York, to the 
direct interposition of providence! Mr. Co- 
hen was a materialist, and had publicly ex- 
pressed his disbelief in an over-ruling provi- 
dence, on the day of his death. It was only 
the other day that the Rev. Dr. Sargent of 
Cincinnati, dropt dead in the pulpit, but this 
was no ‘‘visitation;” a merely natural circum- 
stance! If we could permit ourselves, how- 
ever, to reason after the manner of our reli- 
gious friends, we should conclude that the Rev 











mining clergy? If we were called upon to de- 


fine the nature of the “‘unpardonable sin,” our | 


definition would be—“sinning against the in- 
terests of the clergy.”’ 'Thisis the offence that 
is never forgives. For all other crimes men 
have charity, but not for this. Vengeance 
pursues it to the grave, but rests not there; for 
like the insect that preys 
“On the brain of the elk till his very last sigh,”’ 

it fastens on the fair reputation of its victim, 
nor dies but with its memory. 


But to the individual who loves truth for | 


jts own sake—who subscribes to no opinion 


———e 
*See the first article in our Jast number. 


/ cess of liberal principles in that quarter. 


_ron of the Woastern Examiner with a copy, gratis: 


‘gentleman also, had been exercising those 
| ‘private opinions” which men are very apt 
to have. 





‘‘The work goes bravely on!” 


Since our lust we have been favored by the receipt 
ofan ‘Auxiliary to the Western Examiner,’’ a pamph- 
let of sixteen pages, published by some gentlemen of 
Galena, Hlinois. ‘The work bears the impress of tal- 
-ents of no ordinary kind, and argues well for the suc- 
In another 
part of our present number will be found an article from 
its pages, the ‘‘Declaration of Independence,"’ for 
which we request the reader's attention. The publish- 
ers of the work have kindly offered to supply each pat- 
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fave furnished them with a copy of our subscription 
list for that purpose. 





Religious Scoundrels. —We have been informed that 
the counterfeiter, Moss, who recently made nis escape 
from the Neongua establishment, was a minister of the 
gospel! He is said to have belonged to the Cumber- 
land Presbyterians. 

By a gentleman from New Orleans we learn, that a 
gang of ‘TRACT DISTRIBUTERS had recently been 
broken up in that city, in consequence of depreda- 
tions made on private property, while ostensibly dis- 
charging their holy office! Goa-head! ! 

{(7 Distant subscribers who have not received our pa- 
per regularly, will please notify us Ofthe fact, and the 
missing numbers shall be supplied. The enveloping 

aper heretofore used for the asin. has been of an 
wnferior quality, and we fear may have sometimes be- 
come worn out, before it reached its place of destina- 
tion. The evil will be remedied in future. 





03’ New subseribers to the Examiner can be furnish- 
ed with the back numbers. We havea large impres- 
sion of each number struck off, in anticipation of future 
patronage. We would respectfully remind those of our 
liberal friends who may intend to subscribe, that it is 
time their names were on our list. 


C. C. C. COHEN.—Among all the fiendish attacks 
we know of none worse than that, which would wan- 
tonly injure the memory ofthe dead. One of this kind, 
in its worst form, we notice in the New York Evening 
Star, on the melancholy and untimely death of Mr. Co 
hen, adistinguished chemist of the city of New York. 
Mr. Cohen was destroyed by the accidental explosion 
of fulminating Powder, whilst engaged in its prepara- 
tion, on the 16th February last. As a distinguished 
chemist and scienjific gentleman--as a vir'uous, up- 
right, and strictly honest man, he received whilst living 
the greatest regard from those who knew him best.— 
As an evidence of his honesty as well as science, we 
relate an occurrence which we see recorded in the New 
York Citizen of the World, an able paper, conducted 
by Mr. Vale. Whilst Mr. C, was a professor of the 
Jewish religion; he heard a priest of the Synagogue at- 
tempt to impose upon his Jewish auditors, by represen- 
ting light as an emanation from Heaven, and wholly un 
accountable to the best philosophers. Mr. C. inter- 
rupted him, and asserted that the properties of light 
were known to hiinself, and could be explained, and 
that therefore, he could not sanction such an unholy use 
of a substance with whieh he was well acquainted.— 
For this he was expelled the Sinagogue. He after- 
wards became a liberalist--giving his opinions freely but 
courteously on religious subjects. Now with Mr. C’s 
opinions on religion we have nothing to do; but when 
we see an editor like M. M. Noah of the N. Y. Evening 
Star, himself a Jew, and an outcast as far as religion is 
concerned, eudeavoring to convey the impression that 


Mr. Cohen met his death by the retributive decree of 


Providence—or in other words, that on account of his 
infidelity the Almighty caused Mr. C’s fulminating pow- 
der to explode and destroy him--we are forced to cry, 
eavefus from such yillanous fanaticism. We could if we 


chose, name an hundred fatal accidents, some destroy- 


ing life which have occurred in Churches of late :— | 


would the mad fanatic Noah cali this also divine retri- 
bution? and if he would not, by what rule does he cail 
the death of Mr. Cohen after that name? Away with 


figion, ought to be ashamed of it. —DPitts. Manufuctnrar. 





| From the Western Examiner, Auxiliary No. 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 


‘‘Ecclesiastes said that all is vanity;— 
Most modern preachers say the same, or show it 
By their examples of true Christianity.”--Byron. 


Whey, in the course of conscientious events, 
it becomes necessary for one class of people 
to dissolve the religious chains with which 
they have been bound by another, and to as- 
sume, among their fellow citizens, that equal 
station to which our republican laws of jus- 
tice, entitle them, a decent respect to public 
opinion requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed, by Nature, with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and 
the free exercise and expression of their epin- 
ions on religion. ‘That to secure these rights, 
our Fathers shed their blood, and established 
our political Constitution;—that, whenever a 
part of society attempts to subvert these ends, 
it is the right of the oppressed to revolt from 
under such usurpations, and to establish a sys- 
tem of conscientious liberty, fer the dissemin- 
ation of useful knowledge which shall to them 
seem most likely to secure to themselves, and 
their posterity, the blessings of a Republican 
Government. Prudence will, indeed, dictate, 
that long established opinions should not be 
opposed for slight and trancient causes; and, 
accordingly, all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are suflerable, than to redress themselves 
by opposing the encroachments of a physical 
or moral enemy. But when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same objects, evinces a desion to reduce 
them under prestly dominion, it is their right, 
it is their duty, to resist such treasonable en- 
croachments, and to provide eflectual means 
to secure their future safety. Such has been 
the patient suffering of the Republican Liberals 
of this country, and such is now the necessity 
which impels them to oppose their mvaders, 
The history of the present Clergy of the United 
States, is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having, in direct object, the 
establishment of a Priestly Hierarchy on the 
ruins of our Government. ‘To prove this, let 
facts be submitted to a candid world:— 

They have denied us the right of believing 
the evidence of our own senses. 

They have treated us with haughty disdain 
and abuse, not condesending to associate 
|among as, except to sow the seeds of their pop- 














|ular mythology, or to beg our money, under 


; pretensions of replenishing their Lord’s Treas 


{ 


jury; and when our money was thus extorted 


euch eant. he Jew Noah. outcast as he is from re- | ‘ : 2 
. from us, they have put it on their persons, ia 
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They have refused to impart their ‘word of 


life’ to large districts of people, because those | 


people refused to support them in affluence; 
a thing with them indispensible, and in which | 
they are pampered by slaves and fools only. 
They have collected together large bodies 
of our citizens, at places uncomfortable, unu- 


sual, and distant from their houses, for the sole | 


urpose of fatiguing and scarine them into a} 
belief of their holy fables. 

They have frequently invoked the wrath of | 
Hleaven upon our heads, for opposing, with | 
manly firmness, their invasions on the rights | 
of the people. 

They have continued, notwithstanding such | 
Opposition, to extort, from the laboring poor, | 
large sums of money to support: their pious | 
splendors; the people in the mean time, being | 
SCARED out of that money which should have. 
bought bread for their starving children. 


the shape of gay and fashionable clothing. | 


For combining together, to accuse us of pre- 
tended offenses against NorHiNG, which they 
call their ‘holy spirit.” 

For opposing a liberal miscellaneous edu- 
cation among our children, & common schools 
‘for that object; and establishing, instead, in- 
/numerable Sunday Schools, the object of 
which, j isto poison the tender minds of our 
children, with their Sectarian Superstitions, 
and to hold the young mind in ignorant awe 
and mental darkness; thereby making ita fit 
dupe, and accessary to all their ambitious 
schemes. 

For persuading our children, by stratagem, 
/to their Sunday Schools, and then giving them 
Tracts and Primmers, calculated to lead the 
young and innocent mind into a belief of 
witches, bugbears, ghosts, and other fabulous 
beings. 

For striving to rob us of our thinking pri- 


| Vileges; declaring themselves vested with the 


They have endeavored to prevent the spread | power of thinking for us, in all cases whatso- 


of Trurn, by intercepting our Liberal Publi-| ever. 
caticns in the mail-bags; knowing, as they do, | 


They have consigned us to their Hell—de- 


that they dare not meet us on fair and honor- claring us unworthy of their Elysium; and 


able ground, so they creep up in the dark, and | 
stab their enemy. 


have waged war against us. 
They have drained our pockets, terrified our 


They have obstructed the administration of | women and children, burnt our Liberal Publi- 
justice by screening a CLERICAL MUR- cations, and blockaded our channels of infor- 


DERER from the penalties of the law. 
They have strove to ruin us in our private | 


| mation. 
‘They are at this time transporting large ar- 


avocationsy by traducing our characters, and| mies of foreign Missionaries, to complete the 


withholding their patronage. 

They have manufactured an innumerable 
swarm of preachers, and sent them among us, 
to harrass our citizens, and eat out their sus- 
tenance. 

They have crept sneakingly along after us, 
till they have caught us alone, and have then 
strove by threats and persuasions, to make us 
believe their fabulous nonsense, that we might 
become their dupes and supporters. 

They have attempted to render their Eccle- 
siastical Power independent of, and superior to 
the Civil Government. 

They have combined together, to subject us 
to a jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving, in 
every instance, their general approbation to 
such encroachments. 

For quartering large numbers of lazy Priests 


nmong us. 
For protecting them by FALSE JURYMEN, 
irom punishment, for horr id MURDERS!!! 


For cutting off the friendly intercourse of 


society. 
For e:torting money from us, against our 


iuclinations. 
For depriving: us, in many cases, of the | 
means of enlightening our minds. 


| work of death desolation, tyranny, and adulte- 


lry, already commenced with circumstances of 
cruelty and perfidy, scarsely paralleled in the 
most barbarous ages, and entirely unworthy 
the leaders of a civilized society. 

They have constrained our Liberal believ- 
ers, living in their settlements, to fall in with 
their idolitry, and to become the unwilling per- 
secutors of their own friends and brethren. 

They have excited family insurrections a- 
mong us; and have turned loose upon our de- 
fenseless. women, their unprincipled journey- 
men soul-savers, whose known rule of prac- 
tice is, an undistinguished violation of all fe- 
male chastity. 

In every stage of these oppressions, we 
have entreated them to desist, in the most 
humble terms; our repeated complaints have 





|} met only with repeated acts of oppression. A 


priesthood whose characters are thus marked 
by every act which may define seditious tyrants 
are unfit to be the teachers of a free Republi- 
can people. 

Nor have we been indecorous or ijliberal in 
our conduct towards our “‘conrarted”’ citizens. 
We have warned them, from time to time, of 
; attempts by their Clergy to extend an unwar- 
rantable jurisdiction over us. We have re- 
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minded them of the spirit of our Constitution. | A republic may tolerate priests, but if priests 
We have appealed to their republican justice | had the power, they would not tolerate a re- 
and magnanimity; and we have reminded | public. 
them of the persecution of our Pilgrim Fathers; The churches of the United States;~may 
and of their solemn landing in the wilderness! they soon be converted into Halls of science, 
of Wymouth; and we have conjured them, by and their congregations into Students of 
the ties of our common kindred, to disavow) Knowledge, instead of wranglers about opin- 
these usurpations which would inevitably in-) ions. 
terrupt our friendship and correspondence.—, ‘The Church revenues of the United States; 
They, too, have been deaf to the voice of jus-' may they soon be appropriated to the educa- 
tice & consanguinity. We must therefore, ac- tion of our citizens, instead of keeping up an 
quiesce in the necessity which denounces our army of priests, the most dangerous enemies 
sepation; and hold them as we do all other ofthe liberties of mankind. 
tyrants, enemies to science, truth, virtue, hap-| The priests of the United States; traders in 
piness, and republicanism. theological dogmas,—they take from the pro- 


We, therefore, the Republican Liberals of ductive industry of this republic twenty mill- 
these United States of America, in honest 1008 of dollars per annum, under the pretext 
principles united, appealing to the letter of our | of disseminating their contradictory dogmas. 
Constitution for the authority we are exercis-' _ ‘The ladies—a_ speedy delivery from the 
ing, do, in the name and by the permission of | fa%gs of superstition and priestcraft—more in 
said Constitution, solemnly publish and de- the inside of the head, and less on the out- 
clare, that we, the said Republican Liberals, | side. _ os 
are of right & ought tobe, free and independent, _ Paine and Jefierson—able advocates of free- 
citizens; that we are absolved from all allegi-, dom of speech and of the press. ' 
ance to the Orthodox Clergy; and that all con-| _ Washington, Paine and Jefferson, worthies 
scientious connexion between us and the said | of the revolution. , ' 

Clergy, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; Thomas Paine—the first American martyr 
and that as free and suhordinate citizens of this, to the promulgation of principle. 
Republic, we have full right and power to think | | aa 
for ourselves, on all subjects whatsoever; to | In Boston, about 200 ladies and gentlemen met in 
educate our children without’ the aid of mod- | ¢lebration of the birthday of Thomas Paine. ‘‘No 
ern Dominicans, to spend the first day of | event (says the Investigator) has happened since our 
every week as shall to us seem good; and to. residence in Boston, that has given us more heart-felt 
do all other acts and things which honest citi- | satisfaction they *he order and harmony observed at this 
zens of a sound Republican Government may festiva!.’’ Their liquors were coffee, chocolate and 
of right do. And, for the support of this Dec-. Not a drop of wine, or spirit of any kind was 
Jaration, with a firm reliance on the force of | used on the oceasion. Many of the toasts were excel- 
moral virtue, we mutually pledge to each oth- | lent; we have room for the following only: 
er our friendship, our patronage, and our sa-| ‘Thomas Paine—His Common Sense glad- 
ered honor. ' dened and*emboldened the hearts, and nerved 
| the Arms of freemen to combat tlre mercenary 
PAINE FESTIVALS. tools of Kingcraft and Presteraft. 
A numerous meeting took place at Pittsburgh, Pa., |. ° The true Millenium. When our meeting- 


P x . : | > shy > » QS . f Spia wpe 
on the 29th January, in commemoration of the birth | houses shall become Schools of Science Ad. 


. . . ° } y 2 © ’ . 2 ’ shye 
of the philanthopist, Paine. An appropriate address | parse gs a = ar Sa be 
was delivered by Dr. Callaghan; after which, many | SU yor odin soe ge m gre roph- 
regular and volunteer toasts were given. Among the pier’ Proryan | veebeaene we oe COnne SS 
odious as Witchcraft. 


somtionas of the day we Gnd the Glowing Thomas Jefferson —the architect of Ameri 
r ° é e aioe c P| 4 - 
Phe Colleges of the United States: their) ..4 Independence, who made Political Liberty 
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tea. 





expense is at the top of the scale, and their 
utility down at Zero—it will never be better 
while they are under the management of 
priests. 


The liberal press of this republic—the N. 
York Free Inquiry, Boston Investigator, Phil- 
adelpkia National Library, St. Louis Western 
Examiner, the Liberalist, Albany Microscope, 
and Priestcraft Exposed, able and talented 
udvocates of the cause of truth. 





its corner stone, and ornamented the supers 
structure with Liberty of Conscience. Mill- 
ions in gratitude will perpetuate his memory. 

Morality-——-the germ of happiness. May its 
roots strike deep in the heart of every Free 
Enquirer. 

Infidelity—the Orthodox are Infidels to the 
Atheists; Unitarians to the Orthodox; Uni- 
versalists to Unitarians; Deists to the Univer- 
salists; and mankind in general are noted In- 
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idels to each other, and particularly to thein- | 


selves. } 


By Geo. Houston—The prostration of 
Priestcraft—Its decalogue is written in blood; 


Robert Taylor in England, and Abner Knee- | its sceptre is ignorance; and while it smiles at 
land in America: persecuted for promulgating | the chains it has forged, it hides the poinard 
Liberal Principles; may they never shrink | of the bravo underneath the dark folds of ite 
from their duty until Kingcraft and Priestcraft, | cross emblazoned mantle. 


liké witchcraft, shall be fully exposed. | 


At Philadelphia, also, the day was celebrated; but 


Robert Dale Owen; the mild Orator and } we have not seen the toasts offered on the occasion. 


able Defender of Free Enquiry; may he never | 
desert the good cause he has espoused. 


The Republican Journal, of Belfast, Maine, 


Stephen Girard: the liberal designer of aj says: “The Rev. Charles L. Cook, who was 
great work; May it be accomplished without recently kicked out of the orthodox church in 


the aid of Sectarian Principles or Bigoted In-| 
terlopers. 


Boothbay, for rudeness, we believe to women, 
has recently been settled over a society of res- 


Benjamin Franklin—Whose wisdom ex- | toration universalists in Masachusetts.’ This 
tended from the earth to the clouds, and drove | fashionable vice of rudeness to the women, 


Lightning into Junk Bottles. 
By a Volunteer. The Priests: | 
“In Adam’s fall, we sinned all,’ 
Said Pious deacon Horn; 
‘E gad, (says Card,) that’s nation hard, © 
‘To sin before one’s born.’ | 
On Wednesday Evening, the Moral Phi-' 
lanthropists Society, celebrated the birth day | 
of Thomas Paine, in this city. The morning 
was ushered in by a National salute from Jef- 
ferson Plains and on Christian Hill, and at; 
sunset the salute was repeated from the same | 
places. In the evening an elegant supper was 
served up in fine style by Mr. Bartlett, of the 
Mansion House, to about one hundred citizens. 
After thirteen toasts had been drank and a 
number of volunteer ones given—the compa- 
ny separated at an early hour, after enjoying 
“the feast of reason and the flow of soul,” to 
the satisfaction of all.—Prov. Pat. 


The morning of the 20th was ushered in at New York 
by a serenade, and a Flag hoisted at Tammany Hall, 
At 1 o’clock P. M., a party of gentlemen, about 200 in | 
number, sat down to a dinner prepared for the occasion. 
at the Hall. Several gentlemet addressed the compa- 
uy, and the evening itis said, passed off with harmony 
und satisfaction to all present. ‘The following were a- 
mong the toasts of the day: 

By H. D. Robinson.—The day we celebrate: 
Ninety-seven years ago the world first receiv- 
ed Paine; it has ever since beengfonvulsed by 
Paine, and may the enemies of ‘Thomas Paine, 
be racked with real pain while We celebrate 
his birth-day. 

By Geo. Anderson.—Education, the morn- | 
ing star of the intellectual firmanent, whose ra- | 
diant beams shall light a world to indepen-| 
dence and freedom. 

By V. G. Didnikson.—The City of New! 
York, celebrated for its churches and chapels; | 
their proper inscription should be, ‘* To the un-' 
known God.”—Acts 17, 23. | 











seems to grow upon the clergy of late; but we 
hope that it is not true that the universalists 
harbor such fellows.—R. I. Republican. 





EXCOMMUNICATION EXTRAORDINANY.-—A printer in 


Portland, Maine, has been expelled from the 3d Con- 
| gregational Church, of that place, for the enormous ot- 


tence of PRINTING a Universalist paper. 





(GeMr. Wittram C. Barrows is an au- 
thorized travelling agent for this paper, 





CANDIDATES. 





City Election on Monday, 7th April. 
FOR MAYOR, 
BERIAH CLELAND, 
JOHN W. JOHNSON. 





State Election first Monday in August neet. 
FOR SHERIFF, | 
JAMES BROTHERTON, 
WILLIAM CARR LANE, 
ELLIOTT LEE, 
HUGH O’NEIL, Jnr 





> 


Constable for St. Louis Township, 
DANIEL BUSBY, 
SOLOMON P. KETCHUM. 
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TERMS. 

The Western Examiner is published in 
the City of St. Louis, on the Ist and 15th of 
every month, at the low price of One Dollar 
and Fifiy Cents per annum, payable in ad- 
vance, 

Agents, or others, by forwarding $10, 
will be entitled to eight copies. 

(¢3-The friends of liberal principles through- 
out the Union, are respectfully requested to 
accept the Agency of this paper, and aid us in 
procuring subscribers, 

Jommunications, post paid, may be addres- 
sed to the ‘*Editurs of the Western Examiner, 
St. Louis” 

















